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The  NASCOE and KASCOE Legislative Committees serve as an important tool for ensuring that issues which affect employee well-being are monitored on behalf of the members they serve.  They also function as a tool to allow the membership to collectively provide input to legislative officials on issues that concern employee well-being.  

The 2009 KASCOE Legislative Committee members were Brandon Wilson, Darin Slack and Sean Rafferty.  Below is the 2009 Legislative report for KASCOE members:
WDC Legislative Conference

This year NASCOE scheduled a legislative conference in Washington, DC March 17-18, 2009.  Legislative Representatives from Kansas attending were Marsha Gerstner, Brandon Wilson and Ernie Battin.  All three were first time legislative conference attendees.  Also attending from Kansas were Darin Slack, SW Area Legislative Consultant and Sean Rafferty NASCOE Parliamentarian.  While in DC the group had the opportunity to visit the offices of Senator Pat Roberts, Senator Sam Brownback, Representative Jerry Moran and Representative Todd Tiahrt.  The group discussed with the elected officials several items that NASCOE had decided were relevant to present.

USDA Modernization was discussed with the officials at length.  NASCOE believes that as an administrative agency FSA is fully prepared and capable of handling the administrative functions of all conservation programs.  Streamlining USDA would cement the roles of FSA as program administrators and NRCS as technical service providers.  This would eliminate duplication of administrative duties and allow both agencies to do what they do best.    The end result would be better customer service in both the office and in the field.

Another obvious duplication of services is noted between FSA and RMA.  At the present USDA funds three different agencies to gather crop acreage reports from producers.  FSA, RMA and NASS all gather acreage reports from producers to fulfill program requirements.  Often times this is confusing and inconvenient for producers.  NASCOE believes that producers should only be required to report acreage once at the FSA office and then that information could be shared with other agencies that provide services to farmers.  The end result would be better customer service and financial savings to USDA.
NASCOE also discussed administration of premise registration with-in the animal ID program.  NASCOE was not there to promote or discourage animal ID.  Many stakeholders on all ends of animal ID have been disappointed in the voluntary programs results.  NASCOE believes that since FSA already serves many livestock producers they would be a logical partner to help the animal ID process in the form of premise registration.

Unused sick leave at retirement for FERS employees was discussed.  This issue is also on the front burner of other organizations representing federal employees.  NASCOE was asking the elected officials to support proposed legislation that gives FERS employees full credit for unused sick leave similar to what CSRS employees receive.  Additionally NASCOE discussed their support of increasing the age for dependent children that remain in school from age 22 to age 25.    
NARFE
KASCOE members are encouraged to support and follow the activities of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees  Association (NARFE).  NARFE serves as an advocate of both retired and active federal employees before the Administration and Congress.  The mission of NARFE is to safeguard and enhance federal employee health benefits, retirement benefits, and pay issues for active federal employees and annuitants.  Nationwide membership in NARFE totals 300,000 federal workers and retirees.  Locally former Allen County CED Gayle Beck is currently the President of the Kansas NARFE Chapter. 
CAP-WIZ

CAP-WIZ is a grass roots political action service that is available for all NASCOE and KASCOE members.  It is an action alert center which allows members to immediately contact their members of congress about issues important to NASCOE.  CAP-WIZ automatically sends e-mails to a member’s home address notifying them that action needs to be taken.  At the present time Kansas ranks third in the nation with 188 members signed up for CAP-WIZ.  Action must only be taken at home on a personal computer and not on a computer at work.  Members are encouraged to sign up for CAP-WIZ at the NASCOE website.
